GIAPTER V.
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATION. -
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The atm:‘tp' hasr re"ealo& that the Muduga tribe ia in a stage of
transition from primitiw to modern way of life, In thia they seem
to baxaraianatahond ot the Kurunbae who, being the irhabitante of
reserved foregts, have not had as much contact and Wﬂfi‘ﬂn‘tation
with the advancing civila.sa‘tmn as the I%dugaa who dwell in private
(row vested) forests which had become the happy hunting ground of
avarious gettlers from the plaina, Mthough dispogzession of land
and restrictiona of forest regulatiana on fellings have adm.miatr.-reﬂ
an ecoromic shock from which the tr:i.be is yet to ramver, they have
suffered a etrain of their cul'tural fabric also, | But the Muduga seem
to have hardly w optinn but to ad(:p't themgelves to the :ﬁlangad
c:i:emnaltan@ae, and, in this context, it i= heartening to find that
‘there iz a general awareness amorg them for givir.g education to
their chﬂdran and generally the number of drop outs are not go much
"upto 1V Standard and thereafter the drop outs happen due to the fact
that the schmls prwid:.r:g Lq:pm‘ primary edunation are far away and
the ecoromilc advantage of residential schoolg are mt available nearby.
Educatmn ag a teol of :iﬂ"elapmert ig naking itself felt mmung the
Mudugn.a and the way it is shaped and used hence natters mos't.
LEconomic aondit:mns in the area affect the eduﬂatian of childre en.

In this context the fo:l.‘l.mﬂ.ng remmmandatinns may be relevan
. The one reason wm- the ‘triheu felt education to be necesgary
was that it acted ﬂsz;neana to get enployment, T’nm‘efﬂre the nee&
. to 1ink the e:mﬂnsﬂ.nn of dhca‘tiun s;rstan with inm:'eased job

Ehntdp--n-v---cc.




i

opportunities with:r.n the tribal areas appears to be an easential
prerequiszite to prevent drop Du‘t:.;‘ - ‘Increas-.ed joba depend on
economic expanainn which in turn depends on credit facilities and
extera:al :Lm‘.'estment vhich requires efficient marketing, which in
turn 1z dependent on improved communieations. Thus the problem
of education, euployment, credit invesiment, msrlketir,g and
comnurications all are inter-linked in tribal areas.

Imployment opportunities for e:iumter:i and eemi educated
tribals appear extremely 1imited. The employment of tribal
village level workers, Balwadi teachers, school magters, Dasic
Health ':iarkers!, hag been very ingignificant, which iz a fact&
which might ﬁfmp;:n incentive for the tribalg to undertake |
education, The Govte's policy of reserved poste in Govt, Jobsg
for scheduled tribes, while i:rwidir.g ag=istance Clu.*l a State or
Hational basis, does not solve the problem at the local level. The
rneed for small seale agro and forest-based industries coupled with
voeationally oriented education seema ezsgsential to encourage more
tribales to undergo schooling.

In any tribal rchapilitation scheme the sgignificanke of
literﬂcy should rot be overemphasiged at the cost of ecornomic
de“elﬂl'ment as both are cluﬂel:,r inter-related,

. It will he ugeful to have separate set of textbooks for primeary
school eclasses dealing with the origin, mythology, tradition of
particulay tribes. This may help them to have a healthy mn::\rir.g

in their own culture and also help in de-alienation referred earlier.
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The method of teaching should be ag far as poseible familiar to
the chiléren. They ehould loarn through extracwsicular activitics,
gtories ar.ﬁ songss LT neceaear:,r the teacher choeen ehm:.ld bs.- guch a
dedicated person ag to live and move with the trﬂ:e in their hamlets
and impar't uducatinn when they are in a reoaptive moode

There should be a.. aeparsd;e programue to educate the itribal
leaders, headmen, priests, anti magicians who play a vital role in
_‘the socio economic activities of Ithe.tri‘n:als.. The content of the
programmne Ehﬁuld.mver the important chnmalf for rach'eqsal o:l‘ grie-.-ancea,
the role and fl::nctmrir.g of m-npemtives and other :E‘lnzmcir.g agencies
and a better w..de:t‘atanding of the m ecoromic processes, the
reghlatiuns about exchange economy, and manipula‘tiun of noneys In
other wr_de these elemente of "Citizen Bdumtmn shauld be given
emphasid, | _

In order to check mstagé and abesenteeism dw:iﬁg_ agricultural and
tribal feqtival seasong and mongoon the 'tiu;:’mg and vacation of the
achools ﬂhuulﬂ be Ehit&th‘ adjusted.

T.hm'e ah-::-uld be Eufficier.t ermm'aganm*t to teachers to mr]r. in
these areas like financial incentives,__pmviﬂon of quarters, free
medieal facilitjzee!, and annual leave travel concession to vielt their
mﬂ;iva place. ;

Iﬁ the triﬁal areag, Possihilitiaa of attaching balwadis to a
primary school have many advantages such ag logigtice, Ellper‘;isicm
and amr.nm;r. The propoaal in the reviaed Integrated Tribal
Davalopmert H‘ejerzt to appoint 'mmm‘.i‘w mothers! to collect snhnnl
children from tribal hamlete ie a step in the right direction.
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: In the field of health the lMidugas seem to have not yet taken to
Govt. measures in the same degree as they have to educational .
mesaureg, ;L"he hold of the prayer - chanting nedicine man, and the
faith in herbeg and home remedies are even now quite girongs In the
revised Integrated Tribal Development Project it has been obgerved
that considering the réqujrment of the area there lg no need of
TURKIng m’ﬁ" more hogpital. It ie Imopoéed to u‘_ha;,t'ﬁﬁé the :e:d.ating
Govt, dispenasary at Mulkali ae a hospital with facilities for 10 beds.
However, in t:t'le matter of health faecilitiee the resistence cf the
.trihals. -::ar be overcome crnljr :f ‘thﬁ'e ig conglderable improvmén‘t in
oA o mhnclcat tare Bt oG Daasible seny meecnt iuer o flung
hanlets to medical centrea. : pe

The mobile medical unit should have effective mobility with a
van in good condition which ia_a.n inportant method of makﬁ:r-g medicine
reach far flung hamletss .

_There ehm;].d be adequate and tinely supply of equipment and
medicines to the Govt, dispensz-:r:i.es and hospitale,. Iﬁ se*:u'al.maes
the tribale stated that even when they did go to the dispeneary at
lukkeli the medicine presm'iﬂed were not available. . In thé absence
of private medical shops at Attappady it ig all the more necegEary
to the exigting deperimental medical institutions should have adequate
stock, | :

Isolated tribal areas like Attappady have to be accorded special
treatment in the matter of allotment of funde for medicines.

Lfforts shm::ld be made to avoid frequent transfer of medieal

persc;mel poated to the area.
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In order to make the tribale acquainted with the advantages of
nodern medicine they msay be given proper education on public health
personal hygiene, child care etc. Mass education media may be
mploynd.fur the purpose.

Trained social health workers may be posted in the area to
impeart social health educatiolis

The vigite by the medical persornel to the isolated hamlets ghould
as far as possible, be at fixed regular intr:rrvals go that the tribale
are E;:blﬂ to know exactly when medical attention will be available as
they will become familiar with the doctor's visit and timing, This
ig an important factor in inducing confidernces %

The acceptance of modern medicine by the tribes is linked to edu~
catior and it ia heartening to observe that at least amorg the
younger generation there seems 1o be a lessening of tﬁe reservations
againgt going to the doctor and I was even told that some of them =
have come to put great fa%th in the injection syrirge and ingiet on
having an injection rather than gulp down a mere bottle of nixture.

The hope therefore is that with the expansion of education there
nay be greater acceptance and fuller utilisation of health facilities.
Both education and health programes again should be part and parcel
of an integrated overall plan for ecoromic betterment. Congidering
the characteristice of the tribal communities, the pace will be =low,
and even halting., But the umiletakeble gigne of tribal welfare which
Attappady Block exhibite today is indeed evidence enough, if such

evidence were neceggary, that in thie matter, sympam;;/mdﬂratamﬁng,

and perseverance DAY S.




