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The artisans engaged in the Footwear Cottage industry at
Agra are all speeialize&:1n thﬂ various jobes involved in making
gshoes« Some of them underwent institutional training while majority
of them learnasd the work from thelr own fathers, close relatives or
Ustads .

Nonz of ths workshop ovner was found to have passed even
High S8chool and most of them received‘no formal education atd all.
The individuals hardly had a digggﬁggh in the matter of choice
of occupation. As 2 rule, all of them were gulided and introduced
to the occupation at & very Young sge bythelr fatherxs, close
relatives or clrcunstances« The general lack of education and
consequently of inltiative was probably responsible for this
gtate of affalirs. This coupled with poverty and the temptation
of immediate a&rningé made them naturally inclined towards this
occupation. Thus in most cases the decision for them was provided
by the environmente.

In the popglation atudied;anly'men and e¢hildren woxked.
Women did not do any specific jobs. They wers mainly housewl ves,
helning their husbands easually in miscellanebus work ineldental to
thelr husbands jobss The women cansequantiy were marg workless
and had a lot of time that could be utilised for some more useful
purposes

The houses of these artisans were anything but comfortables
Most of them had no separate kitchen, latrine bathroom or rumning _

mater supply. lone has built a house for himself. In all cases

egxCept ons= where a hut hes been raiseds the houses were inherited.
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lNo house appear to have Desen repaired recently. HEven whi te=-vashing

has not been done for Yyears.

_ The village has been provided with publie latrines,
arinals and hydrant but no bathroom exisis. The general ¢leanli-
ness was bads

peng.

The girls de not allowshigher educations They do not
appear to be favoured bY parents. The school going sons were
three times as many as girls. Some of the parents were specifie
about the carrier, they desiredthedr sons to jolne All except
two did not like their sons to join their own profession. This
ghows that they do not ke their own profession the reason for
which are not far to sedk.

The Government assistance has helped a lot in the matter
of educatione The boys recelving higher education especially
eould hardly be expected to pursue thelr education had they not
reteived govermment assistance. In some ¢ases even govermment
assistance was not sufficient to make thelr parents send the

ehlldren for higher education because of abysemal penuryes

The general health of the people wes not satisfectory.
Seme of them were suffering with serious ailments while most of
them fell an easy prey to the scasonal diseases owlng to lack
of residtence to diseases in them. This is because thelir food
js barely sufficient to keep the body and soul together and is
devold of all these elenents which are responsible for building
resistance in the body. Most of them could 11l=effort to get
thenselves treated properly. Some of them have re=lly learned

to 1ive with thelr ailments in sabsence of resources to get khmix

vid of thene
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The earmning capacity of mest of them by labour alone
ranges from Rs 8 to Gse 12 per-day which is not quite low. However
they do mot get work regularly all the year round« The industry
is dependent upon the local-shoe market where seasonal fluctuat~
1ons involving long work=-less pPeriod are a rule. Consequently
the artisans are able to get work from 150 days to 200 in a years
The ertisans ownlng workshope &re nO better than other artisans.
Owing to various mal-practices in ghoe market and raw matsrial
merket they are inhimanly exploited and are'hardly able to make
profitss Thelr labour was found to be more than the profits
except in a few casel. They continue to be in this occupation
because they are neither conmscious of any other possibility and
are totally devold of any intitiatlve. This generates & certain
amount of fatalism in them.

A nunber of orgenizations are concerned with the trade
prominent among them are State Trading Corporations Uttar Fradesh
Scheduled Castes Finance and Development Corporation. The Uttar
Pradesh Leather Development and Marketing Gorporation and the Khadi
and Village Industries Commssion and the Nationalised barks. They
could have played a2 useful role in the amelioration of the
conditions of these people. Howevers thelr approach and method,

as they are at present, have proved imadequate for various reasons.

Consequentlys the condition of the artisans continues to be as bad as 11

has been earliers. People did assert that the condition wes much

better durlng the early years of independance and they were more

comfortable them.

CONID»
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As has been scientifically proved, man's needs are organi-
zed in @ serles of hierarchy of importances At the lowest level
but pre~eminently importsnt are the physiological needs. The
nzeds that are meant to preserve the phyaiea%being._ Man 1ives
for bread alone, when there 1s no breads. HNext in importance are

hig safety needs and dominate man's behaviour when physiological

needs are reasonably satisfied. They are concerned with protection
against danger, threat, deprivation. It is only when these needs |
are fulfilled, he is ready to take risk and manifest initiative. |
When the physiologlecal and safety needs are ratiated, i
the behaviour is governed by other higher category needs like |.
need for belonging for association, for aceceptance by his fellows,
for glving and receliving friendship and loves Next needs are |
Egd haeﬁs_and gself=fulfi Iment needs. These needs are converned i
with gelf=esteem, self-confidence, independence, achievement, [
competence, knowledge, reputations status, recognition, appreciation; I
deserved respect of one's fellows and finally with realising one's
" potentiaditiess for continued self-development, for being ereatlves b
As would appear from the facts, the life of these people |;

go one veering between the first two 1.e.s physiologleal and i
safety needs. Consequently, they do not reach even upto the lsvel l
of realising social needs, not to say of Hgo and Self-actualization LI

needs . '
This is the reason why they do not nanifest any social l :
b |

avereness and lack of Initiative. Most of the time they appear
to be thinking of the tomorrow. If they sometime manifest the
" behaviour that may not took entirely in keeping with the stendard

of a civilized society, one should not be surprised. To expect
i
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that thev would éaks a rightful place in the soclety as resonslible

eitizens can at best be a wishful thinking.
RECOMZNDATIONS

The best way to ameliorate the aoaio;accnomic condition
i1e to ensure the fulfilment of physiological and safety needs.
The present study ca.rmut elaim to have reflected the entire
situation thoroughly and some &spects at least need a more tho-
rough reaearch with & view to indentifying a2ll the factors res-
pnnﬂi.bla for the existing situation. HowevVer, on the basis of
the facts that have been discovered the following suggestions

ars medes

1. The first and foremost step 18 to organise the raw
materlial market and disposal of goods without exploitation.
This can be done by means of pooling the resources of all the
-Drganisatiuns conCerned with the task of uplifting these peoples
'Their separate effects prove inadequate to meet the needs and
in abgence of adequate machinery to guide and supervise the

ires(jirces, which are alwaye scarce end therefore precious,

/pet. dissipatede This pooling can lead to the creation of adequate

maehinery to teke care of supply of raw material and disposal of
finished producte

2. The artisans should be asked to produce only quality
goodss These goods oncCe becoming popular will ereate for them=
selves adequate markete

3 In marketing the schene of Mmporium with the Khadi and
Village Industries Commission can be given practical shape bY
'extending the facility to the individuals who can woxrk on
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