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- langmage 1s the baslc medium of interaction without
which human social life, as we understand it, could not have
originated and without which social participation above a
blological 1ave; could not be carrisd on, Language makes
possible a common set of meanings, common definitions by
vwhich men can regulatetheir lives.,

Language ls an expression of emotion. The sound-
imitation thacrg of Herder argues that langumsge grew out of
the practical need of man to designate objects of his
experience. According to Noire, languzsge has its inception

'in sense impressions - in the effect of objects an‘tha sensory
receptors - and in the capacity of man to transimit these
impressions to others,

Lenguage is a form of communication in which the mumsii
gestures become significant symbols, Language 1ls a comsclous
brocess, & mode of communication between indlviduals each of
of whom is conseious of what he is doilng. Mean says, "We are

‘ consclous, when what we are guin% to do is controlling what
we are doing".

Language is also a product of culture. It is an
instrument for cultural continuity too, Growth of language-
is conditioned by soeial status,

Language bears an important relationship to mental
behavious -~ to imagination, thought end reasoning.

language has several social functions - means of

social communication and soclal control, and a tool for

soclal cocoperation., i
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In facl, language is much more than a mere instpument
of cnmmunicﬁtinu. Apart from being a wvehicle of litaratufa,
; it affects the whole way a person responds to 1ife..
The exclusive use of any one language is not good even
for that language. This applies egually well to English, Hinﬂi&

and the reglonal languages. The interests of different langue
4ges are not as conflicting as they appear to be.

The understending of the language problems of India,

which is an ancient country and is inhabited by variety of

people speaking different languages @and dialects, and the
formulation of effective solutions thereto, is possible only
through joint thinking of linguistic scientists, other social

selentists, creative writers, educationists and thusézgﬁzpa
public policy. An abrupt change-over bésed on compulsion would
create a sense of insecurity in some sections of the mopulation.
They would become unsure of their role in society, and the
hasitllity so generated, would defeqt the very purpose of the
change. Hence the need for making a realistic and bold

approach in this matter.
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India has been a multi-lingusl country. Hence, the
problem of having a link language has always been in existeénce. ;
In ancient India the medium of ingtructiaﬂ at highevlava;l .
was Banskrit. This was replaced by Persian ln the medisval
India. In the modern period English acquired this role and

made very deep impact in every part of the country and more so
in eastern, southern snd western Indla, It will thus appear
that mother tnqgua was never the medium of instruction at
higher levef.

e During freedom movement the need for developing the

" different moather-tongues(regional languages) was felt with

political awakening and regional consciousness. Therefore,
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after Independence States were created on linguistic bakls

and it was decided to make the mother-tongue the medium of
instruction and examinatlon at all levels, including the
University level. English had become the symbol of foreign
rule and of dominatlon of an alien culture. Asg Buch, Hindi,
was adopted as the official language of India. It was
expected that Hindi would replace Engllish not only as ths link
language but also as the medium of administration. Ambitioms
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programme was draw up for the development of Hindi and the

other 15 Indian ragioﬁal languages which were inecluded in the

Eighth Schedule to the Constitution of India.
Three-language-formulee was sugcestedm the country
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under which every student would be required to study three
languages as mder :-

1) Hindi Speaking States - Hindi, English and one 6f the
south Indian languages.

ii) Non-Hindi Spaalting- - Hindl, the regional languagé and
States English,.

This scheme was expected to achiwwe national integration by

providing an alternative to English.

However, the whole perspective changed when the southern
States did not agree to accept Hindi as the link language and i
as the alternative medium of administration. In Hindi=-speaking |

gtates also the three-language formulae was not applied in 1
its original form. As a result, English has continued to _ ,-
play important role in the country, and the offiecial Language
(Hindl) is not yet in a position to replace English as the

link language..
80 far as use of the mother-tongus ag the medium of

instruetion and examination is concerned, there has been

general consensus 'in the country that at the school level
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the mother tongue may be made the exclusive medium of instrue-
tion and examination, and at the university level Rma;r bha |
adopted as an alternative medium, Actual implementation of
thig policy was left to the universities. The result has been
thetthe actual practice is not mniformerather the country is
placed between two extremes. On the one ﬁida, in the Hindi-
speaking stetes mother-tongue is belng extensively used as the
medium of instruction and examination at the university level |
even upto Post-Graduate level (in some of the universities
Hindi is the exclusive medium¥ in non-science subjacts) and

in some states English has been made an optional subject,

On the other hand, in the southern states, as also in Maha-

rashtra, Orissa, West Bengal, Assam, Punjab and Jammu &
Kashmir Enfish generally continues to be the sole medium of
instruction and examination at the Post-Graduate level. AT
the undergraduate lsvel in some of these states the régianal
languagef is permitted as the alternative medium, but in
actual practice not more than ten per cent students prefer

to study through the medium of mofher-tongue. Thus, apart
from Hindli and Gujarati no other regional leanguage is yet
being used; in an effective manner, as the medium of instrue-
tion and examination at the university level.

The trend for future is also not encouraging . Even in
Hindl-speaking states now realisation is coming that the
standard has fallen as a result of dissociatlon with English
and the students are suffering in the matter oflemploymant.

Consequently, a reverse process is visible. English is again

belng made a compulsory subject. There is a demand that at
the Enst-ﬁraﬂuaté level English should be used as the medium

of instruction and examination, BEnglish medium Nursery,
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Primary, Middle and High Schools & Colleges are in greater |
demande.

There 1s another aspect of the problem. In some of
the states like Nagaland, Manipur, Arunachal Pradesh, no
single mother-tongue can be used as the medium of instructlon
examination snd adninistration and as such English has been |
adopted as the official language of the state. Therafore,
in these states English has to continue as the sole medim
of instruction and examination ot the wniversity level.

Further in Jammu & Kashmir the mother-tongue is
Kashmiri, but this is not yet fully developed for being used
as the medium of instruction/examination at the university
level., For this reason the offielal lsnguage of this state
is Urdu and the medium of instruction/exemination at the
uiversity level is English.

Then there is the problem of linguistic minorities .
For exsmple, in Bihar, thers are large number of pénpla whose
mother-tongue is Maithili, Magadhi, Bhojpuri, and Urdu.
Similarly, iIn Assam Bangali—épaaking minority people demand
Bengali medium of instruction and examination. In Andaora
pradesh, U2 ., & Delhi, also good number of people demand
Urdu medium., Mether, in every state apart from the domingntl
regional langusge, there are other minority lenguages and it

would be very expeansive to mske arrangements for imparting
edueation through the medium of all these languages. S0
English alone can be the caﬁmnn ﬁaﬁium of education for all
sections aftpanpla £111 the National Langunage(Hindi) 1s in

a position to command univegal aceeptance in the couniry.




