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The aim of this paper is to describe the setting up and
functioning of North Egstern Couneil’
HAY THIS STUDY
~ The creation of North Eastern Council raised lot of
controverey both in the Parliament and the Press. Diagionally
opposite vievs were expressed., Though gt that time I was not
serving in the North East and as such wvas not directly invelved
with 4¢t, 4t st4l)l roused lot of interent in me deCause of my
clone association in the past vith the State/Union Territories
covered by it. This interest was further reinforced when in
19783 I wvas igain rosted to Arunachal Pradesh Secretariat and
had the opportunity to attend some of its meetings Though by
then active discussion of FEC 4n the press had practically ceased,
doubta were Voiced at times in different forums about its usefull=
ness, I felt that thero was a need for some one to have a clese
and dispassionate look at it as to form an objective view sbout it
The matter rested there till such time the question of a
study came u» on this course. As no study had been carried out
abcut the North Epetern Council so far, emcouraged by Professor
A.P.Barngbas, I decided to undertake this study ez a part of the
Advanced Prefessional Programme in Public Adniniztratioi at the
Indian Institute of Publie Administration, Wew Dolh{'

RCE OF ON
The present study is based on the records of the parliamens

tary debates, Mindistry of Home Affairs, and North Eastern Council
and interviews with the officials of Ministry of Home Affairs.
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North Eastern Council, Governments of Arunachal, Assam,
Nagaland, and Meghalsya and few non-officials of thsse
Statos. At this stage, I also wvant to place on record my
gratitude to both the Ministry of Home Affeirs snd the North
Eastern Counecil for all the help extended to me.

LIMITARIOHS

Because of non~-availability of funds, I could not visit
most of the comstituent umiis where 4t weuld have been poseible
to meet more officials and non-officials and gauge their
rezctions at final hand, Similarly, the pavcty of time and
inadequacy of ministerisl sssictonce heve combined to force me
to very much restrict the scope and sige of the study.,
QRGARJIZATION OF THE THESIS

The study hae been orgenised inte four chapters. Chapter
two gives déscription of North Eastern Region and 4its politics
which naturally forms a historical bnck\drop to the birth of
North Eastern Council, ite role #nd its corstigution. : Without
this 41t will not be poseible to fully undergtand the &ﬁbject
and the rationale of Korth Eartern Council, Chaptor three
deals witk e North Easstern Couhcil inclucding 4te constitution,
necesgsity, functions, selient cheracterictice, reservatione
and organisational growth. Chapter four revies-its activities
to date. Chaptor five contai-.g 41ts evalueticon end certein

suggestions.




