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PREFACE.

This book has been produced in response to requests from
those interested in the subject with which it is concerned, and
in particular from the Board of Studies in Modern History of
Cambridge University. Present events have induced many to take
a lively interest in the only European settlement which can at all
compare in extent and importance with that of our own day.
The period is, however, not one which js easily studied, The
Castleseagh Correspondence and the Wellington Supplementary
Dispatches contain a large quantity of information, but these
works are often inaccessible to students. Moreover, much of
their contents is unintelligible without reference to the un-
published material in the Record Office, while the absence of
editing makes it difficult to understand their meaning. In many
cases, for example, dispatches are wrongly dated, and thus the
whole of their intention rendered obscure.

- .

I have attemapted, therefore, to make a selection of the most
important dispatches and Memoranda of the period from the
published or unpublished material available. Perhaps fifty or
sixty thousand documents have been consulted for this purpose,
and it is obvious that the task of selection was no easy one. My
choice was governed mainly by the desite to confine attention
to the main picture, and thus I have had rigorously to exclude
correspondence on the details of the subordinate questions.
There is little in this work, therefore, about the Spanish, Italian,
Swedish, or Dutch affairs, except in so far as they influence the
broad lines of the settlement. For the same reason I have had
to exclude the negotiations with the United States at Ghent,
interesting and important as they are, as being outside the
principle events of the time.

In order to facilitate reference, each document has been given
a number in Roman figures; its source has also been
stated. With a view to economising space I have abbreviated
many of the documents, where necessary, enclosing in square
brackets a short précis of the portion left out. The same process
has been applied to the leng Memoranda, a knowledge of whose
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contents is necessary for the understanding of the diplomacy, but
which are often terribly prolix and involved. In this portion of
the work I was much assisted by n#y secretary, Miss ¥, Kidwell,
'The dispatches have also been modernised in spefling and
punctuation in the manner of those previously printed.

I have endeavoured to confine the notes to the explanatinn of
facts and references which might assist the student to undersiand
the content of the dispatches, but, as about half the book is selected
from unpublished documents, I have occasionally altowed mvself
the Iuxury of making observations, which T hope may be of some
use to scholars who may be interested in the new material which
is here printed. Some of it has been known in extract, and, in
particular, part of that concerned with the Congress of Vienna
was published as an appendix to an article in the Transactions
of the Royal Historical Society. I have not thought it necessary
to indicate where such well-known writers as Oncken, Fyfle, and
Professor Alison Phillips have referred to dispatches here pub-
lished in exfenso. My obligations to their works is, of conrse,
immense.

The Introducion is intended rather to suggest ideas to ths
student than to provide him with information. The general
history of the period can be studied in the works of the writers
mentioned above, while T have myself attempted a survey of
the diplomacy of the time in my Congress of Vienna, and more
particularly with reference to Great Britain, in the forthcoming
Cambridge History of Britist Foreign Policy. 1t seemed, there-
fore, superfluous to inclnde a narrative of events in this hook.

I have to thank Professor I1. W. . Davis, Professor Holland
Rose, Mr. C. R. Cruttwell, and Mr. H. W. V. Temperley for
advice on various points, for which I am deeply grateful, and I
should like once more to record my appreciation of the kindness
of all at the Record Office, particularly Mr. Hall and Mr. Headlam.

I have througheut studiously avoided comparison with the
events of our own day. The period doezs, indeed, contain
lessons of the greatest importance fo this generation, but it is
not the province of the historian, as such, to make the necessary
deductions.

LiverrooL, C. K. W,
August, 1921.
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