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Preface

When the idea of writing this book was conceived, the United
Nations were still on the defensive. The issues at stake were be-
clouded and a better understanding of “what we are fighting for”
was urgently needed. The revolutionary and ideological character
of the Sccond World War was widely misunderstood and there
were many who believed that a compromise could and should be
worked out between the aggressors and the democracies.

Since then it has become evident that any compromise with the
Axis powers would in reality lead to the defeat and ultimate de-
struction of democracy. But even after the unconditional surren-
der of the Axis nations has become a fact, Axis ideologies must be
expected to linger among the peoples of these nations. The battle
of the isms will not be halted by an armistice. At the same time,
the effects of Nazi-Fascist propaganda and indoctrination will be
felt in other countries inside and outside of Europe. A durable
peace cannot be won until these convictions have been overcome.
Walter Lippmann has warned, “Whatever our sympathies and
opinions happen to be we must not pull the bedcovers over our
heads, hoping that, if we do not hear too much about the ideo-
logical conflict, it will somehow subside.” *

Certainly if the philosophies and practices which led to the Sec-
ond World War are to be successfully contested they must be un-
derstood. Tt is the purpose of this book to present some of the facts
concerning the origins and development of these philosophies and
practices in order to provide a basis for sound diagnosis and pre-
vention. For, if peace is to be preserved, intellectual preparedness is
as important as military preparedness.

1t is not sufficient merely to examine the machinery of govern-
ments, An understanding of the broad outlines of the political phi-
losophies which inspire their laws and determine their types of
administration is essential. The forces which shape the educational
and cultural experiences of a people are as important to the world

1U. 8. War Aims, Little, Brown and Company, Boston, 1944, p. 145
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viii PREFACE

as is their economic and political organization. Some acquaintance
with historical backgrounds will help students to understand how
we have come to such concepts as “total” and “global” in the realm
of world politics. It is appropriate that such concepts should be
made the subject of study in college courses in the fields of polit-
ical and social sciences, history, and education.

No attempt is made to present novel theories or startling spec-
ulations. This book is designed rather to give the reader a grasp
of basic ideas dominant in world politics so that he may be able
better to judge which convictions should prevail

At the beginning of the discussion the purpose has been to clar-
ify political terms and concepts. A major portion of the book is
devoted to a survey of the anti-democratic systems of government,
particularly to Nazi Germany, the most dangerous foe of democ-
racy. Considerable space is also devoted to Soviet Russia, democ-
racy’s ally in the struggle against Hilterism. While the Soviet
Union is totalitarian, when considered in terms of objective polit-
ical analysis, its aspects and goals differ widely from those of Nazi-
Fascist totalitarianism. The attention given to Russia is justified
by the fact that the peace of the world is likely to depend upon
collaboration between the Soviets and the Western democracies.
Such collaboration will be rendered less difficult if the peculiar-
ities of Soviet Marxism are made plain. France has been included
in the discussion because her tragedy provides an object lesson
for citizens of all democracies. Time alone will tell whether France
herself has learned this lesson but since she is expected to play an
important part in the prescrvation of Western civilization, an ap-
praisal of Vichy and its antecedents must be realistic rather than
romantic,

The parts on Great Britain and America are intentionally brief,
designed mainly to illustrate some important aspects of democratic
theory and practice in order to contrast them with totalitarian
ideologies. It has been the author’s purpose to suggest the impli-
cations of these systems for those who plan to maintain the peace
and to provide the basis for an “intellectual defense” of the prin-
ciples of democracy.

I gratefully acknowledge the assistance of Dr. George D. Crothers
of Columbia University, and Dr. René Albrecht-Carrié of Queens
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College, New York, who helped me to make the manuscript ready
for publication. These scholars have given generously of their time
and have assumed the role both of collaborators and critics. They
have contributed much to the clarification of my thought and ex-
pression. I am indebted also to Dr. Walter Kotschnig of Smith
College for his counsel on problems of international education. To
Dr. Daniel C. Buchanan go my thanks for checking the section
on Japan. I am further indcbted to Mr. Roger Burlingame for his
helpful suggestions on the original draft of the manuscript.
K L

WASHINGTON, D. C.

June, 1945






Table of Contents

INTRODUCTION

The failure of 1918
Impcriahist and 1dcological wars
Political 1dcologics
Totalitananism

Sovict proletanan dictatorship
Democracy

Totalitarian economy
Soviet-Marxian cconomy
Economy m democracies
Conclusion

Selected Bibliography

Part 1: The Enemies of Democracy
Section One: Nazi Germany

CHAPTER 1: HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF NATIONAL

CHAPTER 2:
PRUSSIANISM

SOCIALISM
Luther
Frederic William I
Frederic the Great

Kant’s categorical imperative
Fichte’s nationalism
Hegel’s philosophy of absolutism

Romantic nationalists and historians

Racialists
Caesarism and cynicism

CHAPTER 3: FUNDAMENTALS OF NATIONAL SOCIALISM

The myth of race
Anti-Christ
The leadership principle

THE PHILOSOPHICAL JUSTIFICATION OF

xi

36
36
38
40

43

44
46
49
53

62

67
67
71
74



xil
Geopolitics
Naz1 cconomics

CHAPTER 4° THE METHOD OF COMPULSION
The Nazi party’s total control

Social welfare
Breeding soldiers and the supcr-race

CHAPTER §: THE METHOD OF INDOCTRINATION
The Propaganda Mmistry
The Reich Chamber of Cultuie
Nazi education and educational philosophy
The schools and their curricula
The labor service
The universities
Party trmmng schools
The Hitler Youth
Conclusions

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY
Section Two: Fascist Italy

CHAPTER 62 FUNDAMENTALS OF ITALIAN IFASCISM
Historical Background
1. General aspects
2 From Dante to D’Annunzio
3. Forcign influences

CHAPTER 77: FORMATION OF THE FASCIST DOCTRINE

Mussolini’s evolution to 1925

Gentile and Rocco® 1925-1935
Fascism from 1936 to 1940

The implications of the Fascist doctiine
The Fascist state and the Church

CHAPTER 8: THE ECONOMY OF THE CORPORATE STATE

The Charter of Labor
The syndicates and corporations

CHAPTER Q: ORGANIZATION OF FASCISM

The method of compulsion
The method of indoctrination

TABLE OF CONTENTS



TABLE OF CONTENTS

The Fascist system of cducation
1. Fascist educational philosophy
2. The school system
3 Youth movements
Conclusion

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY

Section Three: Japan, Feudalism and Imperialism

CHAPTER 10: FUNDAMENTALS OF jAPAN’S RELIGIOUS
IDEOLOGY
Historical background
Shinto, its ustory and meaning
Emperor worship, now and then
The spirit of Bushido

CHAPTER 11° STATE AND SOCIETY IN MODERN JAPAN
The State
Socicty and economy
Japanesc geopolitics: the Co-prospenty Sphere
War and politics

CHAPTER 12: EDUCATION AND INDOCTRINATION
Child psychology
Philosophy of education
The schools
Trends of youth in Japan
Youth movements and “thought guidance”
Conclusion

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY

Part 2: The Great Transition: The Soviet Union

CHAPTER 13: BACKGROUND OF MARXISM
Introduction
Forerunners of modem socialism
1. The term “socialism”
2. Humanitarian or utopian socialism

CHAPTER 14: MARXISM

Dialectical matcrialism
The economic interpretation of history

xiii
169
170
172
175
178

182
188
191
195

200
206
212

222

227
231
234
235
238

240

245
245
249
249
251

258
259



xiv TABLE OF CONTENTS

The class struggle

The theory of surplus value

The two stages of socialism and communism
Ideology and utopia

Leninism, Trotzkyism, Stalinism

CHAPTER 15: THE SOVIET STATE AND POLICIES

The All-Union Communist Party
Unions and cooperatives

The state and its administration
Soviet economy: planning

Soviet foreign relations

CHAPTER 106. ORGANIZATION OF SOVIET MARXISM

The method of compulsion
1. The NKVD
2. Individualism and individuality
3. Famuly life
4. Church and 1eligion
The method of indoctrination
1. Soviet culture
2. The Central Committee on Art
3. Adult education
4. The Soviet school system
History and philosophy
Types of schools
Extiacurricular activities
Youth movements
Conclusion

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY

Part 3: Painful Intermezzo: Vichy France

CHAPTER 17: MISMANAGEMENT OF DEMOCRACY
Frustration of enlightenment
Failure of the Third Republic
The last reform attempt
The French state under the Constitution of 1875
Pétain: the end of the Third Republic

CHAPTER 18: FRANCE UNDER SEMIFASCISM
The Vichy state
Vichy education and indoctrination

259
260
261
264
265

270
270
273
275

279
284

202
202
202
293
296
299
303
303
305
308
312
312
316
319
321

25
326

331
331
333
334
338
341

344

344
350



TABLE OF CONTENTS xv

Youth movements and labor camps 355
Vichy corporatism 360
Vichy social and pohtical trends 361
The de Gaullist movement 364
Conclusion- the end of Vichy 367
SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY 369

Part 4: The Evolution of Democracy:
Great Britain and the US A

INTRODUCTION 373

Section One: The British Commomwealth of Nations

CHAPTER 1Q. THE EVOLUTION OF ENGLISH DEMOCRACY 376
Historical Background 376
Some highhghts of British political philosophy 378
Growth of the class state and cconomic laissez faire 381
From the Empirc to the Commonwealth 385
British government 389
British democracy and British classes 394
British education until 1939 397
British education after 1939: the new Education Bill 403

CHAPTER 20: BRITAIN IN TRANSITION 406
The transformation of British democracy 406
Government postwar planning 407

General policies 407

The Beveridge Report 409
Labor’s reform plans 412
Australia’s radical plan 414
The Church and planning 415
Conclusion: problems Britain faces 418
SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY 421

Section Two: The United States

CHAPTER 21: AMERICA IN THE WORLD CONFLICT 423
Amecrica’s unigue position 423
The unique character of American democracy 426

1. Preliminary observations 426



2. The Constitution of thc United States
3 Educational philosophy
4. American economy in transition

CHAPTER 22: PLANNING FOR A NEW AMERICA

General principles

Prepanng for rcorganization

The postwar objectives of the NRPB agenda
Recent trends of American foreign policy
Conclusion for America

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY
INDEX

TABLE OF CONTENTS

428
431
436

440

440
443
446
450
460

462
467



